

Dear Future Higher Education Students,

Over these recent months all of us have been tested in unforeseen ways. So much has changed in our daily lives at home, work, and of course at school. The pandemic has provided us with an unusual set of circumstances that now offer a new set of expectations with which colleges and universities must operate. 

As you evaluate our nation’s colleges and universities and select the most suitable option, I encourage you to also consider a closer review of campus safety programs and practices. It is fair to say there will be a clear focus on how campus communities address and minimize the potential transmission of COVID-19.  And, yes I agree, this is a critical factor for any campus community considering its educational plans going forward. However, I challenge us all to look beyond the present pandemic and to broaden the aperture on all the responsibilities we have to keep our students safe. 

Long before this pandemic, college campuses have been addressing a growing number of health and wellness issues. Many of us are aware of the countless stories of students whose academic and personal success have been impacted by the devastating effects of sexual assault, high-risk drinking, and discrimination. Although fewer of you are engaging in high-risk behaviors, these dangers remain a part of far too many students’ experiences during their time on campus. My goal as [insert title] is to promote a different vision of campus culture - one that is supportive, respectful, inclusive, and safe - and to ensure that you are empowered with the skills to navigate any challenges that threaten your ability to thrive.    

As such, [university/college name] takes a proactive, comprehensive approach to supporting the whole student, committed as much to ensuring your success outside the classroom as in your coursework. This includes making  it a priority to have all incoming students participate in a series of online trainings aimed at creating a safe, inclusive campus community. In fact, I am delighted to share that  [university/college name] recently earned the highly regarded Campus Prevention Network (CPN) Seal of Prevention for our best-in-class prevention and wellness programs. 

The CPN Seal of Prevention recognizes the caliber of our digital student programming in establishing the common values and expectations of our community related to health and safety, well-being, and inclusion.    Completion of some of these programs will be required prior to the start of classes, and others will be part of our ongoing wellness initiatives that not only communicate, but lay action to, our institutional mission and commitment to preparing you for success in all facets of your lives - on campus and beyond.

Sincerely,


Jane Smith
President
[college/university name]

